
 
Athlone Golf Club are delighted to welcome back members following the re-

introduction of Golf for members only initially, and in restricted fashion, on the 18th May as per 
Protocol issued by the GUI and ILGU.  We realise that not all members will be able to resume on 
the 18th May under Phase1.  We look forward to welcoming back all members in the subsequent 
phases, including new members, societies and visitors.    
 
As one of the first sports to be allowed to resume, there is a major responsibility on golf clubs and 
members to ensure that golf is conducted in a safe and responsible manner.   
 
A practical guide has been prepared to inform members of how golf will operate during Phase 1 of our 
opening. Full adherence to the guidelines and protocol is absolutely essential.  
 
Please keep safe and well, observe physical distancing and enjoy your golf. 
 

Operational Guidance for the reopening of Golf Course based on Covid-19 
regulations: 
Procedures to be finalised and implemented by relevant committee. These procedures include all 
aspects of the golfing experience, from arrival in the car park shortly before the round to departure 
straight away on completion of the round. Golfers will be required to comply with the rules on social 
distancing throughout. Some temporary provisions in relation to the Rules of Golf will also be 
necessary to ensure safe play (see below). 

Defibrillator. 
The defibrillator has been moved to the Pro Shop for the duration of the Clubhouse closure. 
 
To ensure compliance with government restrictions,  members should only attend the golf 
course if it does not put them in breach of the relevant public health guidelines and the 
recently published “Roadmap for Re- opening Society & Business” including the 5km travel 
restriction currently in place and  the advice re the Over 70’s and At Risk Groups.  

Play is restricted to members only, under 18s must play with an adult.  The following aspects of the 
golfer experience, divided into the five following categories, will need to be considered: 
Aspects of below relevant to Club members in respect of play should then be forwarded to them 
through all Club communication channels. 

1. In advance of Play 
2. Arrival & Awaiting to Play 
3. On the course 
4. After your Round 
5. Rules of Golf Related Matters 
6. Guidelines 

 

To ensure that the game is played safely, golfers must observe the following 
rules: 

1. In advance of play: 
 

 If you are ill or have symptoms, stay at home. 



 Bookings and allocation of tee times must be done online or through the Pro shop. Under 
no circumstances should you arrive at the club without booking in advance. 

 The Time sheet will close for 18 hole rounds at 5.00pm approx. 

 The Time sheet will close for 15 hole rounds at 5.45pm approx. 

 The Time sheet will close for 12 hole rounds at 6.30pm approx. 

 The maximum number of golfers in a group per tee time is 3 with intervals of 14min per 
tee time. 

 Ensure that you have enough golf balls, markers, tees to avoid having to exchange 
equipment with others. 

 Wash your hands and your golf equipment before you leave home. 

 Aim to arrive at the club no more than 15 minutes prior to play. 

 Travel to the golf course on your own or with members of your own household only. 
 

2. Arrival & Awaiting to play: 
 

 Members are advised to always observe physical distancing rules following your arrival at 
the club.  

 Only one person allowed in the Proshop at any time.  

 If necessary, retrieve your clubs, shoes and other equipment from your locker and return 
to your car and bring home with you when round is complete. 

 Change your shoes in the car park. 

 The practice putting green giving priority of use only to the players in the next group due 
to tee off. 

 

3. On the course: 
 

 All groups will start on the 1st tee 

 Only arrive at the first tee more than 5 minutes before your allotted tee time and wait at 
designated area at the 1st hole until group ahead of them have teed off and proceeded to 
the 150m maker.  

 To promote the pace of play, Groups are asked to observe the rules of ready golf.  

 Stay more than 2 metres apart when walking to the ball, searching for a ball, and playing 
shots. 

 Do not to touch or look to retrieve stray balls.  

 Do not pick up another player’s equipment or golf ball.  

 Always observe physical distancing on the course. 

 Following play of a hole, do not enter the next teeing ground until the all members of the 
group in front have played their tee shots and exited the teeing ground.  

 Please adhere to the 2 metres distance markers at teeing areas when tee shots are being 
played.  

 If you must use a golf buggy, it must only be used by you and cannot be shared with or 
used by another player during the round. 

 Do not exchange or share equipment, food, or drink with other players during your round. 

 If your ball is lost, unplayable, or in a penalty area, do not take an option under the rules 
that involves doubling back on your position on the course. Instead, use an option that 
allows you to keep your position on the course. 

 Do not use on-course water fountains, ball cleaners etc. 

 As there are no rakes allowed on the course, please make the very best efforts to smooth 
the sand using your club or feet.  

 Do not touch the flag or flagstick. Putt with the flagstick in and remove your own ball from 
the hole. 

 

4.        After your round: 

 Return directly to your car, change your shoes, and put your equipment in your car and 
leave. Do not store your equipment in your locker.  



 Players are asked to return Trolleys, Buggies to Club house on completion of their round. 

 Avoid entering the clubhouse. If you must use the toilet facilities, ensure you adhere to 
health and safety guidelines. 

 

5. Rules of Golf related matters: 

      Until further notice, the following provisions are considered acceptable on a temporary basis: 

 Forms of Play and Scoring 

 It is recommended that non-competition play is used during the initial period of 
golf being played, and that stroke play competitions involving players in different 
groups are avoided. 

 Use of the practise areas by more  than one person at a time is not allowed 
 

6. In addition, the following guidelines should be observed: 
 

 Use the toilet facilities before you leave home. 

 Bring your own hydration/food to the course. 

 Bring your own hand sanitiser to the course & use regularly during the round.  
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